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Meetings: 

 

A Planning Board Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, September 24, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. in the Lecture 

Hall. An agenda is in your Council Packets. 

 

There will be a City Council Informational Meeting on Thursday, September 26th in the Council 

Chambers at 6:30 p.m.  An agenda is included in your Council Packets.  In addition, at the 

conclusion of the informational meeting there will be a special City Council meeting for the sole 

purpose of holding an executive session to discuss pending labor negotiations related to those 

bargaining units with upcoming contract expirations. 

 

Other Items:  

 

There are several items on the agenda for this week’s informational meeting. Among them are two 

presentations related to Togus Pond. The first of these is an update by Worromontogus Lake 

Association, WRA, President Greg Jolda, on construction of the fishway at the dam at the beginning 

of Togus Stream. The second presentation, to be provided by Sandy Mason, will update you on the 

association’s efforts to address the ever-increasing problems with algae blooms and related water 

quality issues in the lake. Sandy and a dedicated group of volunteers have done impressive work in 

surveying conditions in and around the lake and working with the Maine DEP on strategies to 

address this serious matter.  

 

Also on the agenda is consideration of a recommendation from City staff and me to create a new 

management position at Hatch Hill Regional Landfill. The Hatch Hill Enterprise Fund operates on 

the revenues it takes in - independent of the General Fund (which is, of course, property tax funded) - 

and is healthy enough to afford this position and operationally it is clear to me that it is warranted. 

DPW Director Lesley Jones has provided a memorandum explaining this and it is enclosed. 

 

The final item of the agenda is a discussion related to a lawsuit just filed in U.S. District Court in 

Bangor by a national trade association representing the U.S. cable and telecommunication industry 

that seeks to invalidate a recently enacted state law that requires cable television providers to return 

local access televisions stations to the basic tier of channels they offer (what for us used to be 

Channel 7). The suit is against Maine’s Attorney General and the towns of Freeport and Yarmouth. 

The AG’s Office is seeking supportive affidavits from affected municipalities by this Wednesday 

when a hearing on plaintiff’s motion seeking an injunction suspending the Maine law will be held. 

Given the lack of prior notice on this (we learned about it today), I have agreed to provide such an 

affidavit. Thursday evening we can discuss what additional action, if any, you wish the City to take.  

 

We continue to work diligently on gathering the information needed related to site feasibility and  
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cost estimates for the proposed new police station. We are, as of today, on schedule to have 

conceptual building renderings, site plans, and schematic-level cost estimates for the three options 

under consideration ready for distribution next Monday, September 30th. Our plan is to have a brief 

Council business meeting the following Thursday (October 3rd) and then adjourn into a single item 

informational meeting to discuss the police station wherein you will have the benefit of the materials 

we (City staff and the consulting architects and engineers) generated to date. The one “known 

unknown” that will not be available for a few more weeks will be the results of soil test borings that 

are being commissioned this week (last week we completed the process of securing permission from 

the two properties we don’t own to get on their property for that purpose and we also secured price 

quotes from geotechnical firms to do the testing). Initially, I had hoped to have all of this data by 

today so the Council discussion could take place this week. Scheduling conflicts for the architects 

and the time involved in getting permission from landowners slowed us down a week.        
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